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INADVERTENT DISCOVERY OF HUMAN REMAINS

In the event of an inadvertent discovery of human remains all construction
and excavation will stop. Any continued work or further disturbance of the
site is a willful violation of Minnesota Statutes § 307.08.

Immediately after a discovery of human remains the area should be secured.
Human remains should not be removed, although they must be temporarily
covered for protection.

The Office of the State Archaeologist “OSA” and the local law enforcement
office should be immediately contacted. The State Archaeologist will
contact the Minnesota Indian Affairs Council “MIAC" if the burial appears
to be Indian or other appropriate officials if it is not.

Information regarding the location, circumstances of uncovery, and nature of
the burial remains should be reported to the State Archaeologist’s office,
local law enforcement and MIAC.

After receiving the above information, the State Archaeologist, in
consultation with the appropriate law enforcement officials, and with MIAC
where appropriate, will determine whether the burial remains constitute an
unplatted cemetery, which falls under the protective provision of Minnesota
Statutes §307.8. This may require a field review by the State Archaeologist
and MIAC or the submittal of further information as requested by OSA or
MIAC.

Once human remains are recovered from the site, the State Archaeologist
shall determine cultural affiliation in coordination with officials from the
Mille Lacs Band of Qjibwe.

If the remains are determined to be American Indian, the band in consultation
with MIAC, shall determine final disposition of the remains.

In cases, where the human remains are determined to be non-Indian. The
OSA shall determine final disposition of the remains.

Please note if this project is within the Mille Lacs Reservation, Minnesota
Statutes 307.08 and NAGPRA would apply to accidental unearthing of
American Indian remains with NAGPRA taking the lead.



