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INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

REGISTERING AND ENFORCING A FOREIGN JUDGMENT
A foreign judgment is a judgment issued by a court other than the Mille Lacs Band Court of Central Jurisdiction. The creditor is the person who was awarded the judgment. The debtor is the person who owes the judgment.  For money held by the Mille Lac Band government or by one of its economic enterprises to be withheld to pay the foreign judgment, the foreign judgment first must be registered with the Mille Lacs Band District Court.  Once the District Court registers the judgment, a withholding order may be issued. Below are the steps to follow to have a foreign judgment enforced.
Step 1.   File the Petition.
The creditor obtains a certified copy of the foreign judgment from the court that issued it. Then, the creditor files the “Petition for Registration and/or Enforcement of Judgment” along with the foreign judgment. This Petition will ask the Court to register the foreign judgment and enforce it through withholding wages. In certain limited situations, the Court can also order the withholding of per capita payments.

Step 2.   Pay the filing fee.

The creditor pays the court a $25.00 filing fee. Mille Lacs Band Members, age 55 and over, are exempt from paying the filing fee. If the creditor is facing financial hardship and cannot pay the filing fee, the creditor may file an “Application for Fee Waiver.” The District Court judge will review the application and grant or deny the request.
Step 3.  Notice of Registration

The creditor is responsible for providing the debtor’s current mailing address on the Petition. The clerk will complete and mail to the Debtor a “Notice of Registration of Foreign Judgment” along with a copy of the foreign judgment. If the Debtor objects to the registration of the foreign judgment, the Debtor must file a “Motion to Set Aside Registration” within ten (10) days from the date of the Notice. If the Debtor files the Motion, the court will set the matter for a hearing.
Step 4.   Notice of Withholding

If no ”Motion to Set Aside Registration” is filed, or if the Court denies the motion, the clerk will mail a “Notice of Proposed Withholding” and a certified copy of the registered foreign judgment to the Creditor. The Creditor has ten (10) days from the date of the “Notice of Proposed Withholding” to object to the withholding. The Court will review any objection and decide whether good cause exists to stay the withholding. If there is no objection, or if the Court overrules the motion, the Court will issue an Order of Withholding. The Order will direct the Mille Lacs Band or the Debtor’s employer to withhold funds to be forwarded to the Creditor until the foreign judgment is paid in full.
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