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March 02, 2022 Minutes


I. Call to Order & Roll Call:  Speaker of the Assembly Sheldon Boyd and Chairperson of the Advisory Committee called the meeting to order at 2:36 P.M. on March 02, 2022, in Band Assembly Chambers. 

Roll Call:
Sheldon Boyd, Speaker of the Assembly (Chairperson) -		Present
Melanie Benjamin, Chief Executive (Vice Chairperson) - 		Present
Virgil Wind, District Representative I - 				Present
Marvin Bruneau, District Representative II -        			Present                                             
Wallace St. John Sr., District Representative III - 			Present 

Also Present: Adam Candler, Legislative Counsel; Joe Jensen, Legislative Staff Attorney; Mel Towle, Commissioner of Finance; Emily Johnson, Strategic Policy and Communications Coordinator.

Chairperson Sheldon Boyd noted the presence of a quorum. 


II. Approval of the Agenda:  

Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin motions to amend the agenda item “New Business” to reflect the following order of business, seconded by Representative Virgil Wind: 

[bookmark: _Hlk101986646][bookmark: _Hlk101987424]a)  A funding request from Indian Legal Services 
b)  A resolution
c)  Review of Bylaws
d)  Times, Dates & Places for FY2022 Regular Metings
e)  FY2022 Funding Priorities. 

District Representative Marvin Bruneu noted that a funding request from Minisinaakwaang Ledership Academy be added to New Business under “f”. 

Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin motioned to amend her original motion to add: 

“f)   A funding request from Minisinaakwaang Leadership Academy”

Representative Marvin Bruneau seconded the motion. 

Chairman Sheldon Boyd called for a vote on the mtoin to amend the original motion to include the following order of business:  

[bookmark: _Hlk101987879]a)  A funding request from Indian Legal Services 
b)  A resolution
c)  Review of Bylaws
[bookmark: _Hlk101991397]d)  Times, Dates & Places for FY2022 Regular Metings
e)  FY2022 Funding Priorities. 
f)   A funding request from Minisinaakwaang Leadership Academy

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin motioned to approve the agenda as amended, seconded by Representative Marvin Bruneau. 

[bookmark: _Hlk101989175]5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


III. Approval of Minutes

a) September 22, 2021

Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin motioned to approve the minutes from September 22, 2021, seconded by District Representative Marvin Bruneau. 

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


IV.  Presentations: 

None


V. New Business

a)  An Emergency funding request from Indian Legal Services

Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin spoke to a funding  request from Indian Legal Services in Duluth, Minnesota, for $170,740.00 to provide legal services for Mille Lacs Band Members and other Anishinaabeg residing in Aitkin, Carlton, Cook, Lake and St. Louis counties.

Chief Executive Benjamin noted Indian Legal Services fills the gap when Band Members cannot obtain support from Band Member Legal Aid.  An intake form can be filled out that will determine their eligibility, which can be done over the phone. Indian Legal Services is short-staffed and needs to hire additional attorneys as soon as possible to meet the urgent needs of Band Members. 

District Representative Wind noted for the record with the agreement of the other Advisory Committee members that this is an emergency request. As Vice Chairperson, Chief Executive Benjamin will obtain the EIN for Indian Legal Services and submit separately. 
District Representative Virgil Wind motioned to approve a donation of $170,740.00 to Indian Legal Services as an emergency request, seconded by Representative Wally St. John. 

4/For			0/Opposed		1/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

Chief Executive Benjamin noted for the record that she abstained from voting due to her services as a Board Member of Indina Legal Services, although she receives no compensation for her Board service. 

b) Resolution 002-22, “A Resolution Adopting an Application as the Standard Form for all Future Donation Requests”.  

Legislative Counsel Adam Candler shared Resolution 002-22, which would approve an application process as the standard form for all future donation requests.  The resolution delineates a process that reflects the requirements of the Bylaws, including a draft application form. Completion of the proposed form would be required of all applicants prior to their funding request being eligible for consideration by the Advisory Committee. 

Representative Virgil Wind requested that language be included on the application form making it clear that 501(c)(3) determination letter is not included with the application, the application will be considered incomplete. Representative Wind also requested that language be added to the form advising applicants that the other 11 items on the application form should be used as an outline for completing the application.

Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin motioned to approve the application as presente by Adam, seconded by District Representative St. John.  

Noting that the item being voted on is actually a Resolution, Chief Executive Benjamin rescinded her motion. 

Chief Executive Benjamin motioned to approve Resolution 002-22 and waive the reading, seconded by District Representative Bruneau. 
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c) Review of Bylaws

Chief Executive Benjamin motioned to table review of the Bylaws, seconded by District Representative Virgil Wind.  

District Representative Wally St. John inquired about the time sensitivity of reviewing the Bylaws. Commissioner of Finance Melvin Towle noted that after further review, he does not need to propose any suggested changes to the Bylaws at this time. 

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

d)  Times, Dates & Places for FY2022 Regular Metings

District Representative Virgil Wind motioned to table Item D, seconded by Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin.

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

e) FY2022 Funding Priorities 
Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin motioned to table Item E, seconded by District Representative Wally St. John. 
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f) A Funding Request for Minisinaakwaang Leadership Academy
District Representative Marvin Bruneau stated that he will provide the amended application form to MLA representatives and request that the Advisory Committee would like to meet with MLA on March 9, 2022, to discuss the funding request.  
Advisory Board members discussed past requests from MLA as well as its current financial status, past donations and previous discussions with MLB regarding falling under the umbrella of Nah Ah Shing Schools as a satellite school in order to be eligible for BIE funding. 
Representative Marvin Bruneau motioned to table Item F, seconded by District Representative Virgil Wind.  
5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

VI. Unfinished Business: None
Di motioned tostrict Representative Marvin Bruneau motioned to adjourn, seconded by  Chief Executive Melanie Benjamin.
5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

Chairperson Sheldon Boyd adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 

____________________________________		__________________
Sheldon Boyd, Chairperson					Date
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