DRAFT


MLBO Foundation Advisory Committee Annual Meeting Minutes
November 7, 2023


[bookmark: _Hlk55814948]I. Call to Order and Roll Call:  Speaker of the Assembly Sheldon Boyd and Chairperson of the Advisory Committee called the meeting to order at 10:12 a.m.

Roll Call:

Sheldon Boyd, Chairperson -						Present
Melanie Benjamin, Vice Chairperson	 -		 		Present
Virgil Wind, Advisory Committee Member				Present
Wendy Merrill, Advisory Committee Member			Absent/Excused                                      
Harry Davis, Advisory Committee Member				Present 


Also Present: Angel Daher, Managing Attorney for the Office of the Solicitor General; Brianna Boyd, Legislative Director; Mel Towle, Commissioner of Finance; Emily Johnson, Strategic Policy and Communications Coordinator

Chairperson Sheldon Boyd noted the presence of a quorum. 

II.  Approval of Agenda:

Member Wind motioned to approve the Agenda for November 17, 2023 with a correction of the date of the previous meeting from October 23, 2023 to October 17, 2023. Seconded by Member Merrill.

[bookmark: _Hlk127876844]5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried. 
 
III. Approval of Minutes from October 17, 2023

Member Merrill motioned to table the minutes of October 17, 2023, seconded by Vice Chair Benjamin.  

[bookmark: _Hlk150259210]5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

IV.	Donation Applications Received
The committee began with a discussion about the need to organize timelines for funding, set funding priorities, better over-all organization of the process, the need for timely minutes, and a fund strategy discussion. Member Wind requested a discussion about the needs of local schools relative to the foundation and the needs of Mille Lacs Band children in local schools. Vice Chair Benjamin recommended a future 4-6 hour strategy meeting to discuss the fund and review local school budgets with a breakdown of federal/state/other funds received by school districts for the purpose of serving Indian children, and further asked if members could think about other topics they would like to address at a future strategy meeting. 
Counsel Daher advised that for the purpose of taking action on the applications before the committee today, the committee should establish categories of funding and reference those categories when making a motion to approve an application and reference that the committee provides priority status to applications that advance education and applications that provide direct benefit to Mille Lacs Band Members. 
At approximately 10:50 a.m., Chair Boyd had to leave the meeting due to a previous commitment. Vice Chair Benjamin took over chair duties for the rest of the meeting. 
a) 	Minisinaakwaang Leadership Academy (MLA).  Request: $1,000,000

Member Wind motioned to recommend that the St. Paul Foundation (SPF) disburse $1.1 million in funding for Minisinaakwaang Leadership Academy with the Band receiving payment for utilities owed to be disbursed to MLA under emergency exigent circumstances pursuant to Section 12 of the bylaws, waiving Sections 4 and 6. Seconded by Member Davis.

[bookmark: _Hlk150259558] 4/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


 b) Women Empowering Women for Indian Nations (WEWIN). Request: $192,745

Member Wind motioned to recommend that SPF disburse $100,000 in funding to support the local MLB WEWIN Chapter through the national WEWIN organization, to be disbursed to WEWIN under emergency exigent circumstances pursuant to Section 12 of the bylaws, waiving Sections 4 and 6. 

Vice Chair Benjamin guaranteed the committee that all funds received by the national WEWIN organization will be disbursed to local WEWIN Chapter. 

Seconded by Member Merrill.

4/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


c) Native American Traditional Indigenous Food Systems (NATIFS).  Request: $1,000,000 

Member Wind motioned to recommend that SPF disburse $125,000 in funding to to NATIFS, to be disbursed to NATIFS under emergency exigent circumstances pursuant to Section 12 of the bylaws, waiving Sections 4 and 6. Seconded by Member Davis. 
4/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

d) Mni Sota Fund. Request: Request: $500,000
Member Wind motioned to recommend that SPF disburse $125,000 in funding to to NATIFS, to be disbursed to NATIFS under emergency exigent circumstances pursuant to Section 12 of the bylaws, waiving Sections 4 and 6. Seconded by Member Merrill. 

4/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


V. 	New Business

None


VI.  	Unfinished Business

a) Times, Dates, & Places for FY 2023 Regular Meetings.  Tabled 11/17/22, 02/21/23, 10/17/23

b) FY 2022 Funding Priorities. Re-Tabled 11/17/22, 02/21/23, 10/17/23

Member Wind motioned to table Unfinished business, seconded by Member Wind. 

4/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.
 

VI. 	Adjournment

	Member Wind motioned to adjourn, seconded by Member Merill
. 
5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.
Time of Adjournment: 11:17 a.m.
