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MLBO Foundation Advisory Committee Annual Meeting Minutes
October 17, 2023


[bookmark: _Hlk55814948]I. Call to Order and Roll Call:  Speaker of the Assembly Sheldon Boyd and Chairperson of the Advisory Committee called the meeting to order at 2:40 p.m.

Roll Call:

Sheldon Boyd, Chairperson -						Present
Melanie Benjamin, Vice Chairperson	 -		 		Present
Virgil Wind, Advisory Committee Member				Present
Wendy Merrill, Advisory Committee Member			Absent/Excused                                      
Harry Davis, Advisory Committee Member				Present 


Also Present: Angel Daher, Managing Attorney for the Office of the Solicitor General; Brianna Boyd, Legislative Director; Mel Towle, Commissioner of Finance; Emily Johnson, Strategic Policy and Communications Coordinator; Jared Miller, Legislative Counsel; Percy Benjamin, Deputy Assistant; 

Chairperson Sheldon Boyd noted the presence of a quorum. 

II.  Approval of Agenda:

Vice Chair Benjamin motioned to approve the Agenda for October 17, 2023, seconded by Member Virgil Wind. 


[bookmark: _Hlk127876844]5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried. 
 
III. Approval of Minutes from February 21, 2023

Vice Chair Benjamin motioned to approve the minutes from February 21, 2023.  Member Wind seconded the motion.

The Committee briefly discussed bylaws and whether certain actions were required prior to moving ahead with recommending applications for funding. Counsel Daher advised the Committee to establish its priorities for funding within the recommendations for distribution, which is all that is needed to move ahead today, but that a separate discussion regarding bylaws should be held at a later time. 

After discussion, a vote was called on the motion:

[bookmark: _Hlk127877148]5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

IV.	Donation Applications Received

a) 	Minisinaakwaang Leadership Academy (MLA).  $1,000,000

Chair Boyd recognized others present, including Taria Aubid, Executive Director Mary Sue Anderson, Board Member Michaa Aubid, and SPED Coordinator Amanda Bruneau.  

MLA representatives provided an overview of the school’s current status regarding the audit, financials and budget. The Committee and MLA representative discussed the application and provided clarification regarding questions from committee member regarding budget. The application submitted was deemed complete and accepted for consideration. 

      b) Women Empowering Women for Indian Nations (WEWIN)

Chair Boyd noted the presence of local WEWIN Chapter representative Valerie Harrington and other WEWIN members attending via zoom.

Emily Johnson explained the history of this application for the benefit of new Committee Members, noting that a WEWIN application was previously approved and recommended for funding by the Committee in 2021, with approximately $192,000 to fund the national WEWIN organization and $62,000 to the local WEWIN chapter. The Foundation misunderstood what was being requested and was further confused by the application and the local chapter’s separate status as an organization from the Mille Lacs Band. The Foundation subsequently denied the 2021 application. The WEWIN application submitted for the Committee’s consideration today is new. The application was deemed complete and accepted for consideration by the committee. 

c) Native American Traditional Indigenous Food Systems (NATIFS).  Request: $1,000,000 

Chair Boyd noted the presence via Zoom of Sean Sherman, Kate Hoff and Dana Thompson on behalf of NATIFS. 

Sean Sherman provided a presentation about the work of NATIF’s and its goals for NATIFS and described goals for the program, including potential partnerships with the Mille Lacs Band and youth. The application was deemed complete and accepted by the committee for consideration. 

d) Mni Sota Fund. Request: $500,000

Chair Boyd noted the presence via Zoom of Kit Fordham, on behalf of Mni Sota Fund.

Kit Fordham provided an overview of Mni Sota Fund, which supports financial wellness, entrepreneurship and home ownership for Native people. The Fund is also a CDFI and provides loans to eligible tribal members. The Fund is the midst of a capital campaign. There is potential for matching funds from the State. Member Wind requested information regarding the number of Mille Lacs Band Members who have received these loans or benefitted, which Fordham said he would provide. The application was deemed complete and accepted by the committee for consideration. 

Regarding all four applications approved for consideration, the committee decided that further discussion is necessary to determine funding recommendations for the four applications. 

Member Merrill motioned to table the discussion and reconvene in two weeks for a fund management discussion, seconded by Member Wind. 

After discussion, a vote was called on the motion:

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


V. 	New Business

None.  Note that Vice Chair Benjamin requested that Fund Management be included under New Business for the next meeting.


VI.  	Unfinished Business

a) Times, Dates, & Places for FY 2023 Regular Meetings.  Tabled 11/17/22, 02/21/23

b) FY 2022 Funding Priorities. Re-Tabled 11/17/22, 02/21/23. 

Member Wind motioned to table Unfinished business, seconded by Member Wind. 

After discussion, a vote was called on the motion:

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.
 

VI. 	Adjournment

	Vice Chair Benjamin motioned to adjourn, seconded by Member Wind. 
	
	A vote was called on the motion:

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.
Adjourned at 4:27 p.m.
