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November 17, 2022 Minutes


I. CALL TO ORDER & ROLL CALL:  Speaker of the Assembly Sheldon Boyd and Chairperson of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Foundation Advisory Committee (Committee) called the meeting to order at 9:10 a.m., in Band Assembly Chambers. 

Roll Call:
Sheldon Boyd, Chairperson 					Present
Melanie Benjamin, Vice Chairperson	 		 	Present
Virgil Wind, Advisory Committee Member			Present
Wendy Merrill, Advisory Committee Member		Present                                             
Harry Davis, Advisory Committee Member			Present 


Also Present: Angel Daher, Deputy Solicitor General; Joe Jenson, Legislative Staff Attorney; Brianna Boyd, Legislative Director; Mel Towle, Commissioner of Finance; Emily Johnson, Strategic Policy and Communications Coordinator; Taria Aubid, Sam Olbekson, MAIC Board Member, Mary LeGarde, MAIC Executive Director.

Chairman Sheldon Boyd noted the presence of a quorum.

II. APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA:  

Member Wind motioned to approve the Agenda for November 17, 2022, seconded by Member Merrill.  

[bookmark: _Hlk107910549]5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


III. APPROVAL OF MINUTES

a) July 6, 2022 

Member Wind motioned to table the minutes from July 6, 2022. Seconded by Vice Chair Benjamin

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.



IV. DONATION REQUESTS RECEIVED

a) Minneapolis American Indian Center (MAIC)

MAIC Executive Director Mary LaGarde and Board Member Sam Olbekson presented an overview of their funding request for renovation and expansion of the MAIC.

b) Minisinaakwaang Leadership Academy (MLA)

MLA was represented by Executive Director Marysue Anderson and Candace Aubid.  Wind noted that the previous donation of $795,000 was made with the understanding that MLA would look for other funding sources. Exec. Director Anderson stated that MLA will have BIA status in the future, but currently, no other funding sources exist, and the current funding request is required to prevent the school from closing at the end of December. 

The MLA application was missing:  Fiscal Year end June 30, 2022 Financial Statements; Fiscal Year end June 30, 2023 Budget; and IRS Tax Determination Letter; and the MAIC application was missing an IRS Tax Determination Letter, however a more current IRS Tax Exempt Status Letter dated January 17, 2008 was provided instead.  A waiver was properly granted by a majority vote pursuant to Art. V, Section 4, deeming the MLA application complete, such waiver was stated within the motion to approve both donations requests.  

Pursuant to Bylaws Section 12 – Emergency Approval, requirements were deemed to have been met, and by doing so the Committee waived Section 6 – Decision Deadline dates requirement and Section 9 – Notice to Recipients dates requirement.   
Chairperson Boyd was directed as expeditiously as possible, to communicate the Committee’s action taken to the St. Paul and Minnesota Foundation in writing pursuant to his duties under Article III, Section 5 (1) & (2).


V. New Business

(a) A Resolution of the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe Foundation Advisory Committee regarding actions taken at a meeting and directing the Chairperson to immediately communicate recommendations for distribution to St. Paul and Minnesota Foundations. 

Daher discussed a proposed resolution that permits the Chairperson to immediately communicate recommendations agreed upon by the Committee for distribution to the St. Paul and Minnesota Foundation, without waiting for minutes to be approved at subsequent meetings. 

The committee agreed that it would take no action at this time on the resolution and continue proceeding as it has, with submitting funding recommendations immediately following the committee’s affirmative votes to approve a donation.

b) Addition of MLBO Foundation email address to donation applications

The Committee agreed that the MLBO foundation email address should be included on the application forms rather than one person’s email address. 


c) Use of M Drive for future MLBO Foundation business to provide Committee Members with immediate access to current applications, minutes, and other Foundation documents. 

Towle described the M Drive, which all committee members currently have access to. 


d) Times, Dates, & Places for FY 2022 Regular Meetings

Member Wind motioned to table Item D, seconded by Vice Chair  Benjamin. 

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


e) FY 2022 Funding Priorities

Member Wind motioned to table Item E, seconded by Vice Chair Benjamin. 

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.



Return to Item II

The Committee returned to Item II, Approval of Minutes from July 6, 2022.

Member Merrill motioned to un-table meeting minutes from July 6, seconded by Member Wind. 

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

Member Wind motioned to approve the minutes from 6, July 2022, seconded by Vice Chair Benjamin. 

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


Return to Items IV, Donation Requests: 


Member Wind motioned the following, seconded by Member Merrill

Wind motioned that the Committee recommend a donation of $100,000 to the MAIC and that $1,000,010 be donated for the benefit of MLA.  The donation for the benefit of MLA is $964,389.51 to be paid to MLA and $35,620.49 to be paid to the Mille Lacs Band of Ojibwe (MLBO) for Utilities expenses already paid by MLBO for MLA’s benefit.  The motion is inclusive of categorizing the requests as qualified emergency circumstances, to comply with Article V, Section 12.Motion was seconded by Merrill. 


[bookmark: _Hlk127089071]5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.


The Committee agreed that the minutes pertaining to the MLA donation above will reflect the following understanding regarding the donation decision: 

(1) The items in the MLA donation that were not included are the year-end June 30, 2022 financial statements, actual and budgeted, with the understanding that the Committee’s application does not require that audited statements be included.

(2) MLA supplied that information for the 11-month period ending May 31, 2022, versus the fiscal year as required by the application; this can be obtained in the future and MLA will be happy to provide that information. 

(3) A budget for the current fiscal year (2023) was not supplied, but it is noteworthy that MLA did supply a very detailed budget for the period that covers November-September of 2023. 

(4) While MLA’s tax determination letter from 2007 is unable to be located, the document Form 990 which MLA provided is dated September 2022, which is actually stronger evidence of tax-exempt status than the tax determination letter. 


Adjournment:  

Member Merilll motioned to adjourn the meeting, seconded by Vice Chair Benjamin

5/For			0/Opposed		0/Silent	Vote taken and motion carried.

 Boyd adjourned the meeting and noted the time of adjournment:  11:52 a.m.
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