June 14, 2022 Referendum Vote about whether MCT Members Would Like an Opportunity to Vote on Enrollment criteria changes


Referendum Questions for June 14, 2022 Election: 
On April 29th, the Tribal Executive Committee (TEC) of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe (MCT) voted to add two questions to the ballots that all MCT Members will receive for the upcoming election on June 14, 2022. 
This kind of vote is called a “non-binding referendum”. A non-binding referendum means that the outcome of this vote will not bind the TEC to taking any particular action at this time. It is not a decision-making vote. 
This is just a way for the TEC to get an idea of the thoughts and opinions from MCT Membership about how you feel about the possibility of changing the enrollment process.
The questions that will be included on your ballot are: 
Question 1: Should the blood quantum requirement be removed from the membership requirements of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe?
Question 2: Should the six-member reservations [Bands] of the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe be authorized to determine their own membership requirements by Band Ordinance?
Again, the results of this election are non-binding and just a way of finding out how MCT members are thinking.

Background Information: 
Some background about how we arrived at this point of holding a non-binding referendum might be helpful. 
On February 24, 2015, the TEC passed Resolutions 31-15 and 32-15. Both resolutions request the Secretary of Interior to call and conduct a Secretarial election, which is a process in the MCT Constitution for changing anything in the Constitution, like the 25% blood quantum requirement. In a Secretarial Election, MCT Members can vote on questions about changing the constitution.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Resolution 31-15 would ask MCT Members if they support changing enrollment criteria to also allow inclusion of “verified First Nations Anishinaabe blood possessed by the member” to count toward the 25% blood quantum requirement.
Resolution 32-15 would ask MCT Members if they support changing enrollment criteria to add “verified federally-recognized Anishinaabe/ Ojibway/Chippewa blood possessed by the Member” to count toward the 25% blood quantum requirement.  
After these two resolutions were adopted in 2015, some MCT Members said that they thought a Constitutional Convention should be held first, to look at all of the ways the MCT Constitution could be improved, not just on the topic of enrollment. 
In 2017, the TEC voted to hold a Constitutional Convention with delegates appointed from each of the six Bands. Resolutions 31-15 and 32-15 have been on-hold ever since. The Constitutional Convention has been on-going since 2017,
MCT delegates have been meeting and talking about what changes could be made to the constitution that they believe would improve it. The topic of how the MCT enrolls tribal members and the 25% blood quantum requirement have been front-and-center in these discussions.
At the last April 29, 2022 MCT Tribal Executive Committee meeting, the TEC was asked by delegation representatives to hold the non-binding referendum vote to ask Questions 1 and 2 (from the top of this letter). The TEC voted to proceed with the non-binding referendum asking Questions 1 and 2, which is how they came to be added to the ballot you will receive from the MCT. 
This non-binding referendum vote is the very first step in what would be a long process of changing the constitution regarding enrollment. The TEC wants to see how MCT membership are thinking about enrollment. 
More information will be coming from the Minnesota Chippewa Tribe about this issue and mailed to your homes. The Mille Lacs Band will also provide additional information as the June 14 election nears. 
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